Shoebox: Boots Substation 

Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis 

3.4.08 – 3.30.08

Creating a satellite gallery and work-space for their two-week venture in the Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis Front Room, Boots Contemporary Art Space founder Juan William Chávez, along with international Agents and Boot Print Editor-in-chief Georgia Kotretsos, will offer, in addition to the “visual presence of contemporary art,” a reading room for their newest Boot Print publication, Art works by Jon Peck and Juozas Cernius, a video screening curated by Tim Ridlen on March 6th, more Video and Sound Art selected by Independent curators: Cecilia Canziani, Elpida Karaba and Jan van Woensel on March 13th and a Boots information center.

Special events will include a Dada Ball Candy Shop on March 8th, an all day Saturday performance by Deva Eveland, and the creation of temporary promotional headquarters for Silverio, a Mexico City-based artist and musician who will perform live at the Contemporary on April 3rd, 2008.

All day Video & Sound Art

Works selected by independent curators:

Thursday, March 13, 2008

Organized by Boot Print

Between you and I

Videos selected from 1:1projects' archive
Curated by Cecilia Canziani

Shoggoth: Homey
Wolfgang Berkowski: Didactics (Real Time)
Mariana Ferratto and Sara Basta: Amure amure e broru di ciceri
In the pages of a book, in someone else's memories, in the autobiographical account of a life we desire to read our own story. Notes towards a biography, recounted with text and images, seem to compose the portrait of the protagonist of Homey. These traces do not bring us to compose his or her features, it is rather what remains off the camera that becomes significant: the story is laid down to be integrated and appropriated, by the viewer. Didactics (Real time) depicts a relation between two people who interpret the role of a teacher and a student. Due to a timing, which is slightly above the normal reading time, the viewer is forcefully made part of the situation described: from spectator he/she becomes an accomplice. In Amure amure e broru di ciceri, the two artists re-enact a ritual. Participating in a residency program in Sicily, Ferratto and Basta recorded the voices of the women's in a small village, recounting memories of their youth. The voice-over superimposes the fiction, thus creating a short circuit of times, stories, daily life. The three works use the specific language of video to explores the space of the narration where you become I.

The jouissance of position-taking

Curated by Elpida Karaba

Kostis Stafylakis – Vana Kostayola: Rebirth Therapy Group
Mary Zygouri: Symbiosis

Niki Bisylla: Untitled (Milkdrops)

The videos of Stafylakis-Kostayola and Zygouri are performance extensions. The fundamental element of these video-performances is the constitutive concur of non-art actors/factors (doctors, psychologists, corporates, cattlemen a.o.) The formation of new-institutions and institutional discourse, the thorough research into pseudoscientific contemporary doxas, the reverse of the symbolic structures and desire, the re-enactment of social relations, the reestablishment of actual facts are some of the mechanisms activated as opposed/supplemented to a fictional narration.

The subject is exposed to the very paradoxical knot between humiliation and enjoyment which reveals the very uncanny of social bond. In Bisylla's Untitled (Milkdrops), "Hysteria" (performed) as a state of inextricable dead end and enjoyment is disrupted by an external factor causing both feelings of redemption and despair In her documentaries, performances and home footages she positions herself in to the core of the metaphor of the circular movement of desire asinescapable predicament in an effort to penetrate the mechanisms of desire production.

Time is running out

Curated by Jan Van Woensel

The End of Life in America: performed by Lee Ranaldo. From Dirty Windows

Estranged: performed by Guns ‘N Roses. From Use Your Illusion 2

Bless My Homeland Forever: performed by Caroline Polachek

The exhibition TIME IS RUNNING OUT presents audio pieces composed by established musicians such as Axl Rose (Guns 'N Roses,) and Lee Ranaldo (Sonic Youth, Text Of Light,) and the emerging talent, Caroline Polachek (Chairlift.) Their songs, spoken words, and musical compositions dramatically and melancholically comment on the sociopolitical identity of the United States.

Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis Front Room

The Contemporary Art Museum St Louis is pleased to announce the inauguration of a new series of exhibitions. Opening February 1, 2008, and running alongside

the exhibitions in the main galleries, the Front Room is a new space designed for more reactive, nimble, and experimental exhibitions.

Lasting anywhere from a few days to a few weeks, these Front Room projects test the boundaries of conventional programming and echo the elasticity and simultaneity of contemporary, "in the now" culture.

Rooted in a spirit of open improvisation, the gallery connects the work of a wide range of artists in a restless series of installations, screenings, performances, interventions, and other forms of presentation. Conceived in the spirit of the open invitation and"carte blanche," this new project room also offers a space of

occupation, within the museum's own walls, for artist-run spaces,cooperatives, artists, curators, or other independent voices from around the world. Provisional in nature, these ongoing projects encourage both collaboration and speculation. As a series, these projects follow loose associations from one to the next, but remain

independent from the exhibitions in the main galleries.

